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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Several years ago I led a book group in
a discussion of William Young’s “The Shack.”
This New York Times bestseller is a work of
fiction that wrestles with the question, “Where is
God in a world so filled with unspeakable
pain?” The age old question of theodicy, which
ponders the true nature of God in light of human suffering, is one that many believers wrestle with some time in their life. The “great sadness” that descends upon the protagonist Mack
is something that we too might experience one
day.
One need not look very long or hard to
find suffering in this world. The news is full of
accounts of human suffering. Wars and acts of
terrorism persist in many parts of the world.
Poverty abounds, even in our country. Drive by
shootings and drug overdoses claim the lives of
our young people. Motor vehicle accidents, inoperable tumors, home invasions, natural disasters, random mishaps and more remind us of
the fragility of life.
The “dis-ease” we experience in less
dramatic ways such as the pain of broken
relationships, the disappointment of less than
fulfilling careers, or financial worries also
causes us untold anxiety and suffering. During
times such as these it is natural to ask, “Where
is God?” “Why does God allow these bad
things to happen?” “Why doesn’t God answer
our prayers?”
In a sermon preached in 1943 during the
battle of Stalingrad, the theologian and rector of
the University of Hamburg Helmut Thielicke
spoke of the “silence of God.” Using the account of the Canaanite woman in Matthew 15,
Thielicke posited that we have no rightful claim
to God’s mercy. The Canaanite woman pleads
with Jesus to heal her daughter, “Have mercy
on me.” First Jesus is silent, and then he responds “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Is-

May
rael.” She is an undeserving outsider, just
as we all are in the face of God. “It is not fair
to take the children’s food and throw it to the
dogs.”
This doesn’t seem to be the Jesus
that we know and love. Yet, there is divine
justice in this silence and rejection. As Thielicke puts it, “It is in no sense the duty or obligation of Jesus to bear my sin and take me
through the black gate of death. If he does
this, it cannot be taken for granted.”
In the end, the woman prevails,
“Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from
the masters’ table.” It is the humility of this
woman and her total reliance on
undeserved mercy, that in Thielicke’s words
“cause the heart of God to prevail against
the silence of God.” As Luther puts it, the
Canaanite woman has “flung the sack of
Jesus’ promises at his feet and he cannot
step over it.”
God’s grace is something we can
never earn. It is God’s gift of love to those
who do not deserve, given to those whoever
God chooses. When we demand grace,
when we take it for granted, or when want to
claim it only for ourselves, we might remember that it was only the faith of a Canaanite
woman and a Roman centurion that Jesus
called great.

May we learn from that Canaanite
woman and be willing to wrestle with our
sometimes silent God. May we trust that
the crucified and risen one who endured the
silence of God while hanging from the cross
will be merciful. When it seems as if there is
nowhere to turn and no one to turn to, let us
turn with hope to Christ.
Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
words of eternal life. John 6:68
In Christ,
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We are trying to get our
Volunteers up and running again
and need your help!
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Please sign up online on Signup Genius (info on
Page 5) or on the sheets in the kiosk in the
narthex if you can help out with any of these
dates or any of the open dates on the sign up
sheets. Give Robin a call in the office if you have
any questions 860-635-4618.
Volunteers for June 5, 2022
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WE NEED YOU ! !
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Empty spaces need volunteers to sign up. You can:
sign up on the sheets in the narthex, sign up on SignUp Genius or email / call Robin in the church office
(email & phone number are on the last page).
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It seemed we were back to “normal” on Thursday, April 21st when the
Saints gathered in the lounge for our first get together in two years.
We shared experiences which occurred in our lives over that period, remembered our
friend and member Leon Case who went to the Kingdom Eternal and caught up on our various actives and changes in our lives-several moved to Senior Living etc. or several moved
away.
We adopted GIVE A SAINT A CALL as our official slogan and goal and to that end
Allan will provide an update of phone numbers and E-mails for our members. Gus will be
setting up a procedure for Zoom Meeting so those who can’t attend will be able to meet with
the group periodically.
We talked about doing service projects and will have that on our agenda for the next
meeting which will be a Birthday Party for all in the lounge on May 19th. We will have an ice
cream cake.
In the future Allan and Ellen will set up for refreshments—making coffee etc. and
each month a different person will provide the “goodie” - a simple treat like brownies etc.
The best part of Saints Alive is to be together, to enjoy fellowship and share and support each other in our lives.
SAINTS ALIVE, 2022
DATE

EVENT

April 21, 2022

Initial “Get Together”

May 19, 2022

Birthday Party

June 16, 2022

Chafinch Island

July 21, 2022

Boat Tour on River w/Picnic

August 18, 2022

Devils Hopyard

September 15, 2022

Planning Meeting

October 20, 2022

Veterans Park & Museum in Middletown

November 17, 2022

Saddlers

December 15, 2022

Decorate Lounge for Christmas

REFRESHMENTS
Allan & Ellen

Our programs are open to all members, senior or not. We welcome visitors to join us
for any event they please. The More the Merrier!
God has blest us richly and for that we are most grateful.
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2022 Card Ministry Help Needed
where it all begins
Thank you all who have volunteered for the card
ministry thus far! Many thanks! We are still in
need of volunteers to fill the following open
slots.
Here's the lineup for the following months:
May: Karen McTeague Sullivan
June: Holly Linder
July : Kelly McTeague
August: Linda Carlson
September: Deb Gustafson
Still Need Volunteers for:
October
November
December
Thank you in advance for considering this
worthwhile ministry. You may contact me at
(860) 214–7876 or Susan.L.Landry@gmail.com

May will be busy month at Bethany
Lutheran Preschool. The 3 year old class will
be learning about the farm, planting and
Mother’s Day. The 4 year old class will finish
learning their letters, celebrate Mom’s with
a Muffins with Mom day. All classes will
have an outdoor bike day.
On Wednesday, May 11 (rain date
May 12) we will be having a Family Fun
night. There will be a fire truck from the
CFD, a stilt walker, food, raffles and more.
If anyone would like to contribute gift cards
for the raffles or monetary donations to defray the cost of the event please contact
LouAnn Smith (LASmithblps@gmail.com).
LouAnn Smith

Peace and Blessings,

Susan Landry
Church Council
Are you looking for a way to be more
involved in the life of our congregation? Our
church council currently has 2 open seats. We
meet in person once a month, following the
Sunday worship service. If you are interested,
please speak with Pastor Paul or Holly Linder.

PRAYERS
If you would like for us to
pray for you, a family member or
friend, please let Pastor Paul know,
either by phone or email
(revpaulkrampitz@gmail.com) An email will go
out to our members and Pastor will also pray for
them on Sunday morning. They will be kept on
the list for two (2) weeks, unless we hear from
you that you would like them on longer.

Council Corner Notes:
Monthly news and ministry highlights from
your church council.
Bethany is reopening in so many
ways! Our choirs have returned with their
musical offerings, the hospitable aroma of
coffee again invites worshippers to a time
of fellowship, and our facility is now available for use by outside groups. Maskwearing is no longer a requirement among
Sunday School participants, although it is
still
strongly recommended.
Linda Carlson
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A New Way to Get Involved at Bethany
You should be seeing emails and links to an online application
called “SignUp Genius”. You’ll simply click on the link (see below),
select any of the opportunities to help with our weekly service and
submit - it’s that simple! You’ll be able to select from:
Assisting Minister
Liturgy Slide Assistant
Usher / Greeter
Live-Stream Assistant
Altar Guild (Monthly)
Coffee Hour
Altar Flowers
For any that you select, you’ll get an email confirmation and a reminder two days
before the date that you’ve volunteered to serve. You’ll be able to go in and edit or swap
dates if something comes up – or select more dates if you’re available. You will still be able
to sign up the way we have been doing it—simply by putting your name on the signup sheets
in the narthex. Robin will carry the names over to the online version weekly.
We’ll also start using this for other typical sign-up activities like VBS volunteers,
Funeral Reception Volunteers or Lenten Soup Supper. So, stay tuned for the first couple
opportunities as they roll out and please use them as an opportunity to engage in the life of
the congregation and share your gifts of time using this easy to use electronic tool. If you
have questions, please reach out to Mike Balinskas or Robin.
Right click picture and then
click “Open Hyperlink” to go
directly to SignUp Genius.
Service Volunteers

Altar Flowers

Coffee Hour

Updated Face Mask Policy
Effective Sunday February 27, wearing face masks during worship services, coffee hour and
other Bethany Lutheran Church events will be optional. We trust that you will make your own decision regarding wearing a face mask based on your particular level of risk. As always, we ask that
you err on the side of caution and remain home if you are experiencing any COVID like symptoms.

The one exception to this policy is that masks will be required for our preschool age Sunday
school children who are unvaccinated. Preschool Sunday school teachers will also wear masks during class to serve as role models and in solidarity with their students. While in the sanctuary, parents
may decide to allow their children to remain mask free.
We will continue to monitor the pandemic metrics and adapt our policy as conditions and
guidelines from public health agencies change. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak
with me or a church council member.
In Christ,
Pastor Paul
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May 3

-

Alexander Knopf

May 4

-

Gregory Soneson

May 7

-

Florence Alison

May 8

-

Addyson Jupe

May 10

-

Emma Ligas

May 11

-

Mike Gyuley

May 13

-

Mike Balinskas

-

Nancy Wogman

May 14

-

Robert Alison

May 15

-

Colton Beckwith

May 16

-

Gabrielle Brzozowski

-

Barbara Kreidwise

May 17

-

Steven Rauss

May 20

-

Bryce O’Linn

May 26

-

Amanda Symecko

May 27

-

Mary Boucher

May 28

May 29

-

Berni Nelson

-

Henry Courchaine

-

Liz Friedmann

-

Greta Loesel

-

Rachel Melluzzo

Lynnette & Martin Kaschke
May 2, 1992
Claire & Frank Servidone
May 2, 2009
Janice & Gus Eifrig
May 7, 1960
Ellie & Douglas Gagnon
May 15, 1993
Diane & Mark Aresco
May 17, 1980
Heidi & Jeff Winesburg
May 17, 2001
Karol & Rich Brzozowski
May 18, 1991
Judith & Peter Coco
May 26, 1984
Kelly & Peter Alison
May 26, 2012
Sue & Edward Myskowski
May 28, 1988
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EASTER CELEBRATION JOYFUL AND LIVELY
A full church, people clapping hands with Joyful Noise a rousing rendition of Jesus Christ Is Risen Today and a beautiful offering of Because
He Lives by the Bethany Choir during Communion were blessings rich in
meaning for us all. We hope our live stream congregation picked up on the
energy, joy and celebration which graced our walls as we celebrated the
good news of Christ Risen.
Thanks to all who participated and made this truly an Easter to remember!!

CURRENT CHOIR SCHEDULE
Choir rehearsal if now at 8:30Am each Sunday prior
to the 9:30 AM service. (From time to time we will have an
extra rehearsal as needed.)
Joyful Noise rehearses after the worship service and
is announced in advance.
If you would like to sing, come and join us! We are, most understanding if singers
can’t be present each week and work around schedules and preparation to accommodate
our members. SO, COME JOIN US IN SONG

MORE SINGERS NEEDED
We were in full force when the pandemic hit and over these past two years we have
lost some of our regular and loyal singers.
So, let’s get with the program-we have lots of fun in both choirs, enjoying the fellowship and friendship in addition to the music, COME AND JOIN US IN SONG.
SO, COME JOIN US IN SONG

HYMN OF THE MONTH: What a Friend We Have in Jesus , ELW #742
This beloved hymn is probably one of the most requested of me and I have
used it frequently at funerals and often as part of my musical prelude on Sundays.
Like so many hymns its writer, Joseph Scriven wrote it out of his own personal
need as he faced tragedy and loss in his own life. In his case poor health, lack of
money and the death of two fiancées.
The words offer great comfort to many in various circumstances and the musical setting by Charles Converse uniquely bind the words and music into a memorable hymn. (By
the way Converse studied in Leipzig and knew both Franz Liszt and Louis Spohr)
We will be using this hymn during worship in May.
Come and sing along.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Bethany Lutheran Church is excited to announce our fundraising partnership with the 2022
Travelers Championship Birdies for Charity program! The Birdies for Charity program provides 501(c)(3) organizations in Connecticut the opportunity to raise funds by collecting donations for their cause during the Travelers Championship "season".
Join us in this exciting fundraising initiative! With your help, Bethany Lutheran will also be eligible for additional Birdies for Charity funds through the Bonus Bucks sponsored by Webster
Bank. Each organization that raises money through Birdies for Charity will receive a 15% bonus on top of all donations. So make your donation go even further by donating through Birdies for Charity. The 15% match and donation window is only eligible NOW through June 26,
2022.

Your donation to Bethany will help to raise funds for our Capital Improvement Campaign to
keep our facility in tip-top shape for our congregation and the community we serve. Our modest goal is $5,000, but we know we can easily exceed that! Making a donation is simple and
easy, there are three ways you can donate:
Log onto our Birdies for Charity donation website and donate via credit card: http://
partnerhq.com/public/events/2022-travelers-championship-birdies-for-charity/
organization_partnerships/2934
Or complete the donation form on page 10 and send in your check to Birdies for
Charity (see form for details)
Checks must be $200 or more. If you'd like to donate with a check less than
$200, see option #3 below
Or if you do not feel comfortable donating online or want to donate by check for
less than $200, feel free to write out a personal check to Holly Linder and she will
make a donation on your behalf online. She can coordinate a time with you to
witness the donation.
Unfortunately, organizations are not allowed to collect donations themselves
and then write out a check to Birdies for Charity for their cause. So all donations that want to receive the match must be collected by Birdies for
Charity directly from the donor for their bookkeeping purposes.
Should you have any questions, please reach out to Holly Linder, Council President
at: hlinder4@gmail.com or (860) 378-5936. Let's kick-start raising funds for our Capital Campaign Improvements through this generous organization!
Thank you,
Bethany Lutheran Church Council
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The Little Free
Library located by
the Preschool entrance belongs to
everyone! It offers
a way to share good things to read with
both children and adults.
Take books. If you see something you
would like to read or share with someone
you know, take it! There is no need to return it to the Little Free Library.
Give books. If you have new or gently
used books that you would like to donate
you can either put them directly into the
Little Free Library or in the marked box
that is located in the coat closet. During
the school year we really go through a lot
of preschool-age books.

Did you know…

 Bethany Lutheran Church participates in

AmazonSmile?
 AmazonSmile is a website operated by
Amazon that lets customers enjoy the same
wide selection of products, low prices, and
convenient shopping features as on
Amazon.com The difference is that when
customers shop at AmazonSmile
(smile.amazon.com), the AmazonSmile
Foundation donates 0.5% of the price of
eligible purchases to the charitable
organizations selected by customers.
Copy this link to go directly to
AmazonSmile:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0789711

Our weekly Table Talk (Bible Study) is being held at Luther Ridge. We will meet
at 10:30 a.m. in the 1st floor community room for conversation and a look at the
lectionary texts for the upcoming Sunday.

All visitors must check in at the front desk upon entering the building. Luther Ridge
residents have all received COVID vaccines and are not required to wear masks.
All staff have also been vaccinated, but are required to wear masks.
MASKS are also required for ALL VISITORS, wheather you have been vaccinated or not and
not and social distancing will be maintained.
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SIMPLY GIVING
Please use your current Envelope Number
as the Member ID
As part of our electronic giving program,
we are now offering Give+Text, a smart tool
designed for today’s mobile phone users. In
less time than it takes to write a check, you can
make weekly offerings, respond to special
appeals or set up a recurring donation by
simply sending a text to our secure account at
860-969-2062.
Just send a text message to 860-9692062 with the amount you would like to contribute (your donation will automatically go into the
General Operating/Pledge Fund). Within a
few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with a link to
register. Click on the link and enter your cardholder name and debit or card information.
Once your registration is complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt of your
donation via email.

For future giving, send a text with the
amount you wish to give, and it will process automatically! You can even text “repeat” to make
it a recurring donation. Give+Text is one of the
fastest, easiest ways to give.
You also have the option to give to other
funds thru the Give+Text system. The other
accounts set up are:
Capital (Capital Improvement), Flowers (Altar Flowers), Memorials (Memorial Fund), Music (Music Fund), Seasonal (Seasonal Contributions), Jubilee
(Jubilee 2020) To give to any of these funds,
send a text to 860-969-2062, using the amount
of your donation and the account you would like
it to go to For example: if you text 20 Capital—$20 will go into the Capital Improvement
Fund. You will again receive a text verification
and a receipt of your donation via email.
Please make sure to double check the amount
your are donating before sending your text.
We hope you enjoy this new way to
share your generosity, and we thank you for
supporting Bethany and our ministry. Reach
out to Mike Balinskas with any questions at
mbalinskas@gmail.com or 203-623-3804.

Would you find it helpful to have
your offerings debited directly from your
bank account as you probably do with
other obligations? Bethany offers electronic giving for those of you who wish to
have your contributions transferred electronically to the church’s account. If you
travel, this is particularly helpful in keeping up with your intended offerings. One
simple, easy to use authorization form
can begin or change your electronic
contribution amount.
Contact Robin in the church office Monday thru Friday, 8:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m., 635-4618, for more details.

ENJOY THE
CONVENIENCE
OF ELECTRONIC
GIVING
DURING THESE TOUGH TIMES... Would
you find it helpful to have your offerings debited
directly from your bank account as you probably
do with other obligations? Bethany Lutheran
Church offers electronic giving for those of you
who wish to have contributions transferred electronically to the church’s account.
Electronic giving gives you a convenient
way to keep up with your intended offerings.
As you contemplate future contributions,
please consider electronic giving. Simply scan the
QR Code below or visit:

bethanylutheranchurchcromwell.org at
any time to set up an automatic
donation plan.

May 2022
Sun

1

Mon

2

9:30 am—
Worship
Sunday School

8

9

9:30 am—
Worship
Sunday School

5 pm—
Executive
Committee
7 pm—Finance

Tue

3

4

5 pm—
Preschool Board
(Zoom)
7 pm—GM
Chorale

10:30 am—
Table Talk at
Luther Ridge
6:15 pm—
All About
Change (SCR)

10

16

9:30 am—
Worship
Sunday School
10:30 am—
Council

7

11

12

13

14

10:30 am—
Table Talk at
Luther Ridge
5:30-7 pm—
Preschool Fun
Night

Rain Date for
Preschool Fun
Night

17

18

19

20

21

6-9 pm—GMC
Annual
Meeting/Potluck
(FH)

10:30 am—
Table Talk at
Luther Ridge
6:15 pm—
All About
Change (SCR)

2:00 pm—
Saint’s Alive
(Lounge)

27

28

24

9:30 am—
Worship (Pastor
Wogman)
Sunday School

25

26

10:30 am—
Table Talk at
Luther Ridge
6:15 pm—
All About
Change (SCR)

30

9:30 am—
Worship
Sunday School

Sat

Pastor—Continuing Education

23

29

Fri

6

Messenger
Deadline

22

Thu

5

Mother’s Day

15

Wed

Memorial Day

31

C—Chapel
FH—Fellowship Hall
K—Kitchen
L—Lounge
O—Office
RAO—Room Across from the Office
SCR—Small Community Room
S—Sanctuary

 Services are being offered online (youtube) as well as Indoor at 9:30 a.m. 

YouTube Link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJLnfTZijY38BtXJr-6RvkQ
Facebook Link: https://www.facebook.com/bethanycromwellct/
Table Talk will be held weekly on Wednesday’s at 10:30 a.m. at Luther Ridge.
You will receive the Table Talk document by email on Tuesdays.
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God’s work. Our hands.

WORSHIP
Sundays:

SCHEDULE

In Person & Virtual on YouTube
at 9:30 a.m.

Summer Worship (starts June 12, 2022):
9:30 a.m. (thru Sept.)

The June Messenger
Deadline is: May 15th
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